Radiation-induced Neuropathy-Stoll and Andrews
Amoebiasis is a disease of world-wide distribution but is particularly prevalent in tropical countries such as India. The condition may be manifested by intestinal or extra-intestinal symptoms. In intestinal amoebiasis the basis on which diagnosis is made is the presence of Entamoeba histolytica in the stools. In extra-intestinal amoebiasis difficulties are encountered in making a definite diagnosis, since the stools show E. histolytica in only a small percentage of cases. The decision in such cases is based on the clinical picture, haematological examination, and radiological signs. The need for a reliable laboratory test has long been felt. Craig (1927 Craig ( , 1929 Craig ( , 1930 Craig ( , 1933 Craig ( , 1937 and Craig and Scott (1935) recognized the value of the complement-fixation test in the diagnosis of amoebiasis. Since then a number of reports have been published (Meleney and Frye, 1937 ; Rees et al., 1942 ; Ghosh et al., 1948 ; Terry and Bozicevich, 1948 ; Hussey and Brown, 1950; Dolkart et al., 1951 ; McDearman and Dunham, 1952 Kenney (1952) . The antigen was prepared by the New York Group, using the method described by Kenney (1952) , and shipped to India in a lyophilized state.
Results
Among 45 cases of intestinal amoebiasis the complementfixation test was positive in only 7 (15.5%) cases (Table I ). All of them had E. histolytica cysts in the stools. One patient harboured E. histolytica trophozoites in addition, and a In all 15 cases of hepatomegaly due to various diseasesanaemia (4), cirrhosis of liver (4), infectious hepatitis (2), congestive heart failure (1), chronic pyelonephritis (1), chronic cholecystitis with secondary syphilis (1), enteric fever (1), and tabes mesenterica (1)-but showing no evidence of amoebiasis the complement-fixation test was negative. In amoebic involvement of the liver the incidence of positive complement-fixation tests is said to be significantly high. Terry and Bozicevich (1948) The liver was found to be enlarged, with little or no tenderness, in 37 out of 45 cases of intestinal amoebiasis without any constitutional or radiological signs. However, the incidence of positive complement-fixation tests in such cases was markedly low (13.5%). It is possible that in such cases there is no definite amoebic invasion of the liver, but its enlargement may be due to the associated toxaemia and anaemia so commonly encountered in cases of intestinal amoebiasis described as "pre-hepatitis" by Kasliwal and Bhatia (1956) . McDearman and Dunham (1952) complement-fixation test is highly significant in the diagnosis of extra-intestinal amoebiasis and in differentiating it from other causes of hepatomegaly. On the contrary, the absence of falsepositive tests in the studied group suggests that when a specific purified amoebic antigen is used anamnestic reactions do not interfere with the reliability of the amoebic complement-fixation test in a hyperendemic area, where it is needed most.
